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Call to Worship 
 
In God’s presence today, we yearn to see more of God and live 
more like Christ.  
Open our eyes oh God, as we seek to live a life that is 
pleasing to you.  We hope, oh God, that our lives would 
have an impact on this hurting world.   
 
Nearer, nearer blessed Lord, to the cross where Thou hast died!  
Draw us nearer to you, Jesus, that we might live as you 
would have us live.    
 

Welcome and Introduction 
 
Opening song 
Guide me, O thou great Jehovah, 
pilgrim though this barren land; 
I am weak, but thou art mighty; 
hold me with thy powerful hand; 
Bread of heaven, Bread of heaven, 
feed me till I want no more, 
feed me till I want no more. 
 
 



 2 

Open now the crystal fountain, 
whence the healing stream doth flow; 
let the fire and cloudy pillar 
lead me all my journey through; 
strong Deliverer, strong Deliverer. 
be thou still my Strength and Shield, 
be thou still my Strength and Shield. 
 
When I tread the verge of Jordan, 
bid my anxious fears subside; 
bear me through the swelling current, 
land me safe on Canaan's side; 
songs of praises, songs of praises, 
I will ever give to thee, 
I will ever give to thee 
 
Confession 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, we confess we have failed you as did your first 
disciples. We ask for your mercy and your help. 
 
All: God, you know us, and you know our hearts. You accept 
us, wherever we are, as works in progress. But sometimes 
we do not accept ourselves where we are. Sometimes we 
try to pretend we are something we are not. Sometimes we 
try to impress others, you, and even ourselves by what we 
do on the outside, without paying attention to what’s really 
happening inside. Forgive us. Forgive all the ways we try to 
make something of ourselves instead of letting you shape 
us. Help us to practice habits that draw us nearer to you, 
even when it is hard or uncomfortable. Help us to always 
look to Jesus, our example and our saviour, in whose name 
we pray. Amen.  
 
Assurance of Forgiveness  
 
Almighty God, who in Jesus Christ has given us a kingdom that 
cannot be destroyed, forgive us our sins, open our eyes to God’s 
truth, strengthen us to do God’s will and give us the joy of his 
kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
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Collect 
All: Jesus, we come here today to hear your teaching on 
living life more deeply connected to you. Direct our hearts, 
minds and actions in a way that leads to new life for 
ourselves and for your kingdom. Amen.   
 
Songs: 
 
Our confidence is in the Lord 
The source of our salvation 
Rest is found in him alone 
The author of creation 
We will not fear the evil day 
Because we have a refuge 
In every circumstance we say  
Our hope is built on Jesus 
 
He is our fortress we  
We will never be shaken 
He is our fortress we  
We will never be shaken 
He is our fortress we  
We will never be shaken 
We will put our trust in God 
We will put our trust in God 
 
I give You all the honour 
And praise that's due Your name 
For You are the King of glory 
The Creator of all things 
 
And I worship You 
I give my life to You 
I fall down on my knees 
Yes, I worship You 
I give my life to You 
I fall down on my knees 
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As Your Spirit moves upon me now 
You meet my deepest need 
And I lift my hands up to Your throne 
Your mercy I've received 
 
And I worship You…….. 
 
You have broken chains that bound me 
You've set this captive free 
I will lift my voice to praise Your name 
For all eternity 
 
And I worship You…… 
 
Bible Readings:  
Isaiah 58:1-7 
Matthew 6:16-18 
 
Sermon 
 
Prayer of Intercession 
 
The Peace 
Since we are justified by faith, 
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has given us access to his grace. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
All: and also with you. 
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Offertory Song:  
(At this point we would normally bring our gifts to God. Thankfully you are 
still able to faithfully give by using either the donate button on our website: 
Click here Giving to Ascension. Or make an online payment to the church 
account ‘The Church of the Ascension PCC’ Sort Code: 206788 Account No: 
10990779). 

 
Alternatively, you can scan this QR Code which will take you 
directly to the giving page on our website: 
 

Is anyone thirsty, anyone? 
Is anyone thirsty, anyone? 
Jesus said 
“Let them come to me and drink  
Let them come to me.”  
 
O let the living waters flow, 
O let the living waters flow, 
Let the river of Your Spirit 
Flow through me  
(Repeat) 
 
 
Offertory Prayer 
 
All: God, accept our gifts today as an expression of our 
desire to be nearer to you. Help us to be people who give 
out of love for you and for others, not people who give in 
order to prove ourselves. As we practice giving of ourselves, 
we pray and trust that you will transform our offerings into 
blessings for the world you have created. Amen.   
 
Notices and Birthdays 
 
Closing Song:  
 
Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord 
We will wait upon the Lord 
We will wait upon the Lord  
(repeat) 
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Our God, You reign forever 
Our hope, our Strong Deliverer 
 
You are the everlasting God 
The everlasting God 
You do not faint 
You won't grow weary 
You're the defender of the weak 
You comfort those in need 
You lift us up on wings like eagles 
 
Final Blessing 
 
It was never promised  
that you will not be tempted, 
not thrown into turmoil, 
not stumble or fall, 
but that by grace you will be saved, through trusting God. 
All: Let it be, dear Lord, let it be. 
 
Grace is a free gift of God.  
Gift. Just ongoing gift.  
For me. For you. 
Let it be, dear Lord, let it be. 
 
You have a destiny to inherit,  
over which the angels in heaven marvel. 
 
The quiet strength of Christ, 
the humble power of God, 
and the pervasive light of the Spirit, 
is yours 
today and always. 
 
Thanks be to God. 


