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Call to Worship 
 
Our Creating God is present in this time. 
All: May our worship strengthen us to press on in our faith.  
 
Christ is calling us. 
All: May our worship transform our minds to become more 
like the mind of Christ. 
 
God’s Holy Spirit is at work. 
All: May our worship embolden us to live with holy courage.  
 

Welcome and Introduction 
 
Opening song 
 
Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart,  
Be all else but naught to me save that Thou art;  
Be Thou my best thought in the day and the night,  
Both waking and sleeping, Thy presence my light. 
 
Be Thou my wisdom, be Thou my true word, 
Be Thou ever with me, and I with Thee Lord; 
Be Thou my great Father, and I Thy true son 
Be Thou in me, dwelling, and I with Thee one. 
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Be Thou my breastplate, my sword for the fight; 
Be Thou my whole armour, be Thou my true might, 
Be Thou my soul’s shelter, be Thou my strong tower: 
O raise Thou me heavenward, great Power of my power. 
 
Riches I need not, nor man’s empty praise; 
Be Thou mine inheritance now and always; 
Be Thou and Thou only the first in my heart: 
O Sovereign of heaven, my treasure Thou art. 
 
High King of heaven, Thou heaven’s bright Sun, 
O grant me its joys after victory is won;  
Great Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
Still be Thou my vision, O Ruler of all. 
 
Confession 
 
We are good at rules: making them and then breaking them.  
Paul reminds us that, when we gain Christ Jesus as our Lord and 
Saviour, we receive exactly what we need— forgiveness, grace, 
hope. Let us confess our sins to God, that we might know God's 
healing love for us! 
 
If we were to name all the gods we have before you, Rock of 
Redemption, we would be here a very long time. We 
elevate politicians into saviours, though they are as broken 
as we are. We misuse your name so much during the day, 
we have trouble speaking to you in prayer at night. We are 
so busy, we do not notice how creation witnesses to your 
goodness and grace. 
 
Forgive us, God our Hope. Help us to let go of what we 
value most, so we may open our emptiness, our hearts, our 
lives to the healing and loving presence of Jesus Christ, our 
Lord and Saviour. 
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Assurance of Forgiveness  

Persistently, patiently, lovingly,  
God pours out grace and joy into our lives,  
healing our brokenness, forgiving our sin. 
 
Loved, we are sent to love; 
Forgiven, we are freed to forgive; 
Graced, we can offer our gifts to everyone we meet. 
Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 
Collect 
All: Courageous God, if you called us to do something, it is 
because you gave us the ability, the strength and the 
courage to bring it to completion; that is your resurrection 
power. Remind us that your call is bigger than us. Help us to 
reach the unreachable. Lead us to forget what is behind us 
and focus on what lies ahead of us. Make us press on toward 
the goal for the prize of the heavenly call in Christ Jesus. 
Help us to endure difficulties, pressing through pain, fighting 
in the face of evil to bring peace and love to the world. And 
help us to bounce back even when others might think all is 
lost. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 
 
Songs: 
Be bold, be strong 
For the Lord your God is with you. 
Be bold, be strong, 
For the Lord your God is with you. 
 
I am not afraid, (no, no, no) 
I am not dismayed, (no way) 
Because I'm walking in faith and victory, 
Come on and walk in faith and victory, 
For the Lord your God is with you. 
 
Jesus, we celebrate Your victory 
Jesus, we revel in Your love 
Jesus, we rejoice, You've set us free 
Jesus, Your death has brought us life 
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It was for freedom that Christ has set us free 
No longer to be subject to a yoke of slavery 
So we're rejoicing in God's victory 
Our hearts responding to His love 
 
Jesus, we celebrate Your victory 
Jesus, we revel in Your love 
Jesus, we rejoice, You've set us free 
Jesus, Your death has brought us life  
 
His Spirit in us releases us from fear 
The way to Him is open, with boldness we draw near 
And in His presence our problems disappear 
Our hearts responding to His love 
 
Jesus, we celebrate Your victory 
Jesus, we revel in Your love 
Jesus, we rejoice, You've set us free 
Jesus, Your death has brought us life  
 
Bible Reading: Philippians 3:10-16 
 
Sermon 
 
Prayer of Intercession 
 
The Peace 
Christ is our peace. 
If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation. 
The old has passed away: behold, everything has become new. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
All: and also with you. 
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Offertory Song:  
(At this point we would normally bring our gifts to God. Thankfully you are 
still able to faithfully give by using either the donate button on our website: 
Click here Giving to Ascension. Or make an online payment to the church 
account ‘The Church of the Ascension PCC’ Sort Code: 206788 Account No: 
10990779). 

 
Alternatively, you can scan this QR Code which will take you 
directly to the giving page on our website: 
 
 

THE LORD’S MY SHEPHERD, I’ll not want. 
He makes me lie in pastures green. 
He leads me by the still, still waters, 
His goodness restores my soul. 
 
And I will trust in You alone. 
And I will trust in You alone, 
For Your endless mercy follows me, 
Your goodness will lead me home. 
 
He guides my ways in righteousness, 
And He anoints my head with oil, 
And my cup, it overflows with joy, 
I feast on His pure delights. 
 
And I will trust in You alone….. 
 
And though I walk the darkest path, 
I will not fear the evil one, 
For You are with me, and Your rod and staff 
Are the comfort I need to know. 
 
And I will trust in You alone……. 
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Offertory Prayer 
 
All: Holy Breath of Life, through the offering of our gifts, we 
strive to live out our high calling to be kingdom builders, 
stepping out in faith to bring transformation. Bless these 
gifts and those who will receive them that, through God’s 
Holy Spirit, courage might embolden us all. Amen. 
 
Notices 
 
Birthdays 
 
Closing Song:  
 
Father God I wonder how I managed to exist 
Without the knowledge of your parenthood 
And your loving care. 
But now I am your child  
I am adopted in your family, 
And I can never be alone, 
‘Cause Father God you’re there beside me. 
 
I will sing your praises 
I will sing your praises 
I will sing your praises 
Forevermore 
(Repeat) 
 
 
Final Blessing 
The Lord Jesus Christ, 
Son of the living God, 
teach you to walk in his way more trustfully, 
to accept his truth more faithfully, 
and to share his life more lovingly; 
that by the power of the Holy Spirit 
you may come as one family to the kingdom of the Father. 
And the blessing … 
All: Amen 


