Call to Worship
God says:
Look! See my chosen servant,
the One in whom I utterly delight;
All: I have placed my Spirit on him,
he will bring true justice to the nations.
When Jesus was baptised, the heavens opened up,
and Spirit came down like a dove;
and there was a voice from heaven saying:
All: “This is my dearly loved Son,
with whom I am delighted.”
The joy of the Lord be with you all.
All: And also with you.

Opening Prayer

Most wonderful God, foolish and flawed though we are,
we too delight in your beloved Son.
As in his name we gather in the house of many praises,
may the heavens be opened for us,
that we may catch a glimpse of that Light and Love
that transforms our common days with a beauty not of our making.
Through Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen!
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Opening song
PRAISE IS RISING, eyes are turning to you;
We turn to you.
Hope is stirring, hearts are yearning for you;
We long for you
When we see you we find strength to face the day.
In your presence all our fears are washed away,
Washed away.
Hosanna, hosanna
You are the God who saves us;
Worthy of all our praises.
Hosanna, hosanna
Come have your way among us;
We welcome you here Lord Jesus
Hear the sound of hearts returning to you;
We turn to you.
In your kingdom broken lives are made new;
You make all things new
When we see you we find strength to face the day.
In your presence all our fears are washed away,
Washed away.
Hosanna, hosanna
You are the God who saves us;
Worthy of all our praises.
Hosanna, hosanna
Come have your way among us;
We welcome you here Lord Jesus

Prayer of Confession
When he calls to me, I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble;
I will rescue him and honour him. (Psalm 91:15) Let us confess our
sin before God and seek God's mercy.
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All: We are in over our heads, God.
Our sin is greater than our capacity to correct.
We are navigating rough waters,
seasick from the tossing and turning,
unable to stand on our own two feet.
Finding ourselves between a rock and a hard place,
we cannot see a way forward.
We have strayed so far from you and from your truth
that we do not know how to find our way home.
Forgive us, we pray.
Reassure us of your presence.
Rescue us from peril.
Redeem us from our failures,
and renew us by your grace.

Assurance of God's Grace
Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I
will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my
righteous right hand. (Isaiah 41:10) In the name of Jesus Christ, we
are forgiven. All: Thanks be to God!

Collect

Eternal Father, who at the baptism of Jesus revealed him to be your
Son, anointing him with the Holy Spirit: grant to us, who are born
again by water and the Spirit, that we may be faithful to our calling
as your adopted children; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen

Songs:
My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness
I dare not trust the sweetest frame
But wholly trust in Jesus' name
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Christ alone; cornerstone
Weak made strong; in the Saviour's love
Through the storm, He is Lord
Lord of all
When Darkness seems to hide His face
I rest on His unchanging grace
In every high and stormy gale
My anchor holds within the veil
My anchor holds within the veil
Christ alone; cornerstone
Weak made strong; in the Saviour's love
Through the storm, He is Lord
Lord of all
When He shall come with trumpet sound,
Oh, may I then in Him be found;
Dressed in His righteousness alone,
Faultless stand before the throne.
Christ alone; cornerstone
Weak made strong; in the Saviour's love
Through the storm, He is Lord
Lord of all
He is Lord
Lord of all
Take us to the river, take us there in unity to sing
A song of your salvation
To win this generation for our King
A song of your forgiveness
For it is with grace that river flows
Take me to the river
In the city of our God.
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Take us to your throne room
And give us ears to hear the cry of heaven
For that cry is mercy
Mercy to the fallen sons of men
For mercy it has triumphed
Over judgement by the blood
Take us to the throne room
In the city of our God.
For the spirit of the sovereign Lord is upon us
This is the year of the Lord
(repeat)
And take us to the mountain
Lift us in the shadow of your hands
Is this you mighty angel who stands
Astride the ocean and the land
For in his hand your mercy
Showers on a dry and barren place
Take us to the mountain, in the city of our God.
For the spirit of the sovereign Lord is upon us
This is the year of the Lord
(repeat)
Bible Readings:
Genesis 1:1-5
Mark 1:4-11

Sermon
Prayer of Intercession
The Peace

Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts,
since as members of one body you are called to peace.
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
All: and also with you.
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Offertory Song:

(At this point we would normally bring our gifts to God. Thankfully you are
still able to faithfully give by using either the donate button on our website:
Click here Giving to Ascension. Or make an online payment to the church
account ‘The Church of the Ascension PCC’ Sort Code: 206788 Account No:
10990779)
Alternatively, you can scan this QR Code which will take you
directly to the giving page on our website:

My Jesus, my Saviour,
Lord, there is none like you.
All of my days I want to praise
the wonders of your mighty love.
My comfort, my shelter,
tower of refuge and strength,
let every breath, all that I am,
never cease to worship you.
Shout to the Lord, all the earth, let us sing
power and majesty, praise to the King.
Mountains bow down and the seas will roar
at the sound of your name.
I sing for joy at the work of your hands.
For ever I’ll love you, for ever I’ll stand.
Nothing compares to the promise I have in you.

Holy Communion

The Lord is here.
All: His Spirit is with us.
Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them to the Lord
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right to give thanks and praise.
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Almighty God, good Father to us all,
your face is turned towards your world.
In love you gave us Jesus your Son
to rescue us from sin and death.
Your Word goes out to call us home
to the city where angels sing your praise.
We join with them in heaven's song.
All: Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory,
Hosanna in the highest.
Father of all, we give you thanks
for every gift that comes from heaven.
To the darkness Jesus came as your light.
With signs of faith and words of hope
he touched untouchables with love
and washed the guilty clean.
This is his story.
All: This is our song:
Hosanna in the highest.
The crowds came out to see your Son,
yet at the end they turned on him.
On the night he was betrayed
he came to table with his friends
to celebrate the freedom of your people.
This is his story:
All: This is our song:
Hosanna in the highest
Jesus blessed you, Father, for the food;
he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and said:
This is my body, given for you all.
Jesus then gave thanks for the wine;
He took the cup, gave it and said:
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This is my blood, shed for you all
for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this is remembrance of me.
This is our story:
All: This is our song:
Hosanna in the highest.
Therefore, Father, with this bread and this cup
we celebrate the cross on which he died to set us free.
Defying death he rose again and is alive with you to
plead for us and all the world.
This is our story:
All: This is our song
Hosanna in the highest.
Send your Spirit on us now that by these gifts we may feed on Christ
with opened eyes and hearts on fire. May we and all who share this
food offer ourselves to live for you and be welcomed at your feast in
heaven where all creation worships you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
All: Blessing and honour and glory and power be yours for
ever and ever. Amen

The Lord's Prayer

All: Our Father in heaven
Hallowed be your name
Your kingdom come, your will be done
On earth as it is in heaven
Give us this day our daily bread
Forgive us our sins
As we forgive those who sin against us
Lead us not into temptation
But deliver us from evil
For the kingdom the power
and the glory are yours
Now and forever.
Amen
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We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
All: Though we are many we are one body because we all
share in one bread.

Prayer after Communion
All: Lord of all time and eternity, you opened the heavens
and revealed yourself as Father in the baptism of Jesus your
beloved Son: by the power of your Spirit complete the
heavenly work of our rebirth through the waters of the new
creation; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Notices
Birthdays
Closing Song:
To God be the glory! great things he hath done!
So loved he the world that he gave us his Son,
who yielded his life an atonement for sin,
and opened the life-gate that all may go in.
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord!
Let the earth hear his voice!
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord!
Let the people rejoice!
O come to the Father through Jesus the Son;
and give him the glory, great things he hath done!
O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood!
To every believer the promise of God;
the vilest offender who truly believes,
that moment from Jesus a pardon receives.
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! etc.
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Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord!
Let the earth hear his voice!
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord!
Let the people rejoice!
O come to the Father through Jesus the Son;
and give him the glory, great things he hath done!
Great things he hath taught us, great things he hath done,
and great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son:
but purer and higher and greater will be
our wonder, our worship, when Jesus we see!
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! etc.
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord!
Let the earth hear his voice!
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord!
Let the people rejoice!
O come to the Father through Jesus the Son;
and give him the glory, great things he hath done!

Final Blessing

Eternal God and Father, by whose power we are created and by
whose love we are redeemed: guide and strengthen us by your Spirit,
that we may give ourselves to your service, and live this day in love
to one another and to you; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.
All: Amen
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