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Call to Worship: 
God has called us to gather together as beloved children. 
We come ready to share our authentic selves, our hearts, 
with God and one another. 
 
Wherever we are in our faith journey, God meets us right where we 
are, calling us out from isolation and fear into sacred community. 
We come to humbly praise and worship the One who chose 
vulnerability for the sake of perfect love.  
 

Welcome and Introduction 
 
Opening Prayer 
All: Vulnerable God, Jesus became vulnerable to the human 
experience; he came to be with us, brought healing to our 
relationship with God, and set us on a path to become our 
full selves. He came to be for others and with others. Lead 
us to take the same risk of growing together. Help us 
develop our vulnerability and courage, that we may help 
others feel safe and be vulnerable in community, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
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Opening song 
Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord 
We will wait upon the Lord 
We will wait upon the Lord  
(repeat) 
 
Our God, You reign forever 
Our hope, our Strong Deliverer 
 
You are the everlasting God 
The everlasting God 
You do not faint 
You won't grow weary 
You're the defender of the weak 
You comfort those in need 
You lift us up on wings like eagles 
 
Confession 
 
Lord Jesus Christ,  
when our words and actions reflect a reluctance  
to confess you publicly as Lord of our lives:  
Forgive us.  

When we fear that humbling ourselves  
would be seen by others as weakness,  
some kind of defect in our character:  
Forgive us.                                  

When we have betrayed your love for us through our lack of love  
for you, for others, and for ourselves:  
Forgive us.                                 

Lord Jesus Christ, fix your mind in us;  
remake us in your likeness;  
 
Empty us of all that hinders us from following you  
to where pain and suffering,  
exploitation and injustice exist.  
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Gracious and loving God, empower us with the Holy Spirit  
so that our lives continually glorify you  
and our tongues forever confess Jesus as Lord.  
This we pray in Jesus' name. Amen. 
 
Assurance of Forgiveness  

Hear the good news: "Jesus, though he was in the form of God, did 
not count equality with God as something to be exploited, but 
emptied himself, taking the form of a slave...and became obedient to 
the point of death—even death on a cross." (Philippians 2:6, 7a, 8b)  

Through his obedience we are freed  from whatever sin enslaves us.  
Thanks be to God! 
 
Collect 

God of mercy, whose Son Jesus Christ lived among the poor and 
oppressed; hear our prayer for those who are fearful, vulnerable and 
isolated; be their strong defence in times of need, and grant us the 
compassion and courage to minister Christ to them, who is alive and 
reigns, now and for ever. Amen 

Songs: 
HIDE ME NOW under Your wings. 
Cover me within Your mighty hand. 
 
When the oceans rise and thunders roar,  
I will soar with You above the storm. 
Father, You are King over the flood; 
I will be still and know You are God. 
 
Find rest, my soul, in Christ alone. 
Know His power in quietness and trust. 
 
When the oceans rise and thunders roar,  
I will soar with You above the storm. 
Father, You are King over the flood; 
I will be still and know You are God. 
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Be bold, be strong 
For the Lord your God is with you. 
 
Be bold, be strong, 
For the Lord your God is with you. 
 
I am not afraid, (no, no, no) 
I am not dismayed, (no way) 
Because I'm walking in faith and victory, 
Come on and walk in faith and victory, 
For the Lord your God is with you. 
 
Bible Reading: 
 
Philippians 2:5-11 
 
Sermon 
 
Prayer of Intercession 
 
The Peace 
Christ is our peace. 
If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation. 
The old has passed away: behold, everything has become new. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
All: and also with you. 
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Offertory Song:  
(At this point we would normally bring our gifts to God. Thankfully you are 
still able to faithfully give by using either the donate button on our website: 
Click here Giving to Ascension. Or make an online payment to the church 
account ‘The Church of the Ascension PCC’ Sort Code: 206788 Account No: 
10990779). 

 
Alternatively, you can scan this QR Code which will take you 
directly to the giving page on our website: 
 
 

Faithful one so unchanging 
Ageless one, you’re my rock of Peace 
Lord of all I depend on you 
I call out to you, 
Again and again. 
I call out to you, 
Again and again 
 
You are my rock in times of trouble 
You life me up when I fall down 
All through the storm  
Your love is the anchor 
My hope is in you alone 

 
Offertory Prayer 
God of perfect love, we ask that you receive these gifts of tithes and 
offering as a sign of our knees bending before you, of our tongues 
confessing that you are God. Pour out your blessings upon these gifts 
that they might serve others in humble love that glorifies your holy 
name. Amen. 
 
Notices 
 
Birthdays 
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Closing Song:  
 
Jesus hope of the nations 
Jesus comfort for all who mourn 
You are the source of Heaven's hope on earth 
 
Jesus light in the darkness 
Jesus truth in each circumstance 
You are the source of Heaven's light on earth 
 
In history You lived and died 
You broke the chains You rose to life 
 
You are the hope living in us 
You are the rock in whom we trust 
You are the light 
Shining for all the world to see 
 
You rose from the dead conquering fear 
Our Prince of Peace drawing us near 
Jesus our hope living for all who will receive 
Lord we believe 
 
Final Blessing 
The Lord Jesus Christ, 
Son of the living God, 
teach you to walk in his way more trustfully, 
to accept his truth more faithfully, 
and to share his life more lovingly; 
that by the power of the Holy Spirit 
you may come as one family to the kingdom of the Father. 
And the blessing … 
All: Amen 
 


