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Call to Worship 
 
We have gathered in this place to worship, 
All: because Jesus invites us to come! 
 
We come as we are, with our faith and our doubts, 
with our successes and our failures, 
All: because Jesus invites us to come! 
 
We come with what we have, 
bringing with us the events and experiences of this past week, 
All: because Jesus invites us to come. 
 
Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; 
for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls. 
 
Let’s worship God together. 
All: Amen 
 
Introduction and theme: Bible Sunday 
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Opening song 
 
You’re the word of God the father 
From before the world began. 
Every star and every planet 
Has been fashioned by your hand. 
All creation holds together 
By the power of your voice; 
Let the skies declare your glory, 
Let the land and seas rejoice. 
 
Chorus 
You‘re the author of creation 
You‘re the Lord of every man 
And your cry of love rings out 
Across the lands. 
 
Yet you left the gaze of angels, 
Came to seek and save the lost 
And exchanged the joy of heaven 
For the anguish of a cross. 
With a prayer you fed the hungry, 
With a word you stilled the sea; 
Yet how silently you suffered 
That the guilty may go free. 
 
Chorus 
 
With a shout you rose victorious 
Wresting victory from the grave 
And ascended into heaven 
Leading captives in your wake. 
Now you stand before the Father 
Interceding for your own, 
From each tribe and tongue and nation 
You are leading sinners home. 
 
Chorus 
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Prayer of Confession 
Be kind and compassionate to one another. Forgiving each other just 
as Christ God forgave you. 
 
All: When we are impatient, when we are unkind, when we 
are envious, when we are rude or proud, when we are 
selfish or bad tempered, and when we will not forgive; have 
mercy on us O God. 
 
Help us not to delight in evil, but to rejoice in the truth; 
Help us always to protect, to trust, to hope and to 
persevere: And help us to love others as You love us. In the 
name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
Words of Assurance 
May God our Father forgive us our sins and bring us to the eternal 
joy of his kingdom, where dust and ashes have no dominion. 
Amen. 
 
Collect 
Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our 
learning: help us so to hear them, to read, mark, learn and inwardly 
digest them that, through patience, and the comfort of your holy 
word, we may embrace and for ever hold fast the hope of 
everlasting life, which you have given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen 
 
Songs: 
Jesus hope of the nations 
Jesus comfort for all who mourn 
You are the source of Heaven's hope on earth 
Jesus light in the darkness 
Jesus truth in each circumstance 
You are the source of Heaven's light on earth 
 
In history You lived and died 
You broke the chains You rose to life 
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You are the hope living in us 
You are the rock in whom we trust 
You are the light 
Shining for all the world to see 
 
You rose from the dead conquering fear 
Our Prince of Peace drawing us near 
Jesus our hope living for all who will receive 
Lord we believe 
 

Have You Heard The Good News? 
Have You Heard The Good News? 
We Can Live In Hope 
Because Of What The Lord Has Done.  

There Is A Way 
When There Seems To Be No Way, 
There Is A Light In The Darkness: 
There Is A Hope, 
An Everlasting Hope, 
There Is A God Who Can Help Us. 

Have You Heard The Good News? 
Have You Heard The Good News? 
We Can Live In Hope 
Because Of What The Lord Has Done.  

A Hope For Justice 
And A Hope For Peace, 
A Hope For Those In Desperation: 
We Have A Future, 
If Only We Believe 
He Works In Every Situation. 

Have You Heard The Good News? 
Have You Heard The Good News? 
We Can Live In Hope 
Because Of What The Lord Has Done. 
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Bible Reading: 
Nehemiah 8:1-12 
 
Sermon 
 
Prayer of Intercession 
 
The Peace 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, 
since as members of one body you are called to peace. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
All: and also with you. 
 
Offertory Song:  
(At this point we would normally bring our gifts to God. Thankfully you are 
still able to faithfully give by using either the donate button on our website: 
Click here Giving to Ascension. Or make an online payment to the church 
account ‘The Church of the Ascension PCC’ Sort Code: 206788 Account No: 
10990779) 
 
Take us to the river,  
take us there in unity to sing 
A song of your salvation 
To win this generation for our King 
A song of your forgiveness 
For it is with grace that river flows 
Take me to the river 
In the city of our God. 
 
Take us to your throne room 
And give us ears to hear the cry of heaven 
For that cry is mercy 
Mercy to the fallen sons of men 
For mercy it has triumphed 
Over judgement by the blood 
Take us to the throne room 
In the city of our God. 
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For the spirit of the sovereign Lord is upon us  
This is the year of the Lord 
(repeat) 
 
And take us to the mountain 
Lift us in the shadow of your hands 
Is this you mighty angel who stands 
Astride the ocean and the land 
For in his hand your mercy 
Showers on a dry and barren place 
Take us to the mountain, in the city of our God. 
 
For the spirit of the sovereign Lord is upon us  
This is the year of the Lord 
(repeat) 
 
Holy Communion 
The Lord is here. 
All: His Spirit is with us. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them to the Lord 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
Almighty God, good Father to us all, 
your face is turned towards your world. 
In love you gave us Jesus your Son 
to rescue us from sin and death. 
Your Word goes out to call us home 
to the city where angels sing your praise. 
We join with them in heaven's song. 
 
All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory, 
Hosanna in the highest. 
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Father of all, we give you thanks 
for every gift that comes from heaven. 
To the darkness Jesus came as your light. 
With signs of faith and words of hope 
he touched untouchables with love 
and washed the guilty clean. 
 
This is his story. 
All: This is our song: 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
The crowds came out to see your Son, 
yet at the end they turned on him. 
On the night he was betrayed  
he came to table with his friends 
to celebrate the freedom of your people. 
 
This is his story: 
All: This is our song: 
Hosanna in the highest 
 
Jesus blessed you, Father, for the food; 
he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and said: 
This is my body, given for you all. 
Jesus then gave thanks for the wine; 
He took the cup, gave it and said: 
 
This is my blood, shed for you all 
for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this is remembrance of me. 
This is our story: 
All: This is our song: 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Therefore, Father, with this bread and this cup 
we celebrate the cross on which he died to set us free. 
Defying death he rose again and is alive with you to  
plead for us and all the world. 
This is our story: 
All: This is our song 
Hosanna in the highest. 
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Send your Spirit on us now that by these gifts we may feed on Christ 
with opened eyes and hearts on fire. May we and all who share this 
food offer ourselves to live for you and be welcomed at your feast in 
heaven where all creation worships you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 
All: Blessing and honour and glory and power be yours for 
ever and ever. Amen 
 
The Lord's Prayer 
All: Our Father in heaven 
Hallowed be your name 
Your kingdom come, your will be done 
On earth as it is in heaven 
Give us this day our daily bread 
Forgive us our sins 
As we forgive those who sin against us 
Lead us not into temptation 
But deliver us from evil 
For the kingdom the power 
and the glory are yours 
Now and forever. 
Amen 
 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
All: Though we are many we are one body because we all 
share in one bread. 
 
Prayer after Communion 
 
Notices 
 
Birthdays 
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Closing Song:  
 
O Lord I want to sing your praises 
I want to praise your name, every day 
O Lord I want to sing your praises 
I want to praise your name, every day 
 
Alleuia, Allelu 
Alleuia, Allelu 
 
O Lord I want to sing your praises 
I want to praise your name, every day 
O Lord I want to sing your praises 
I want to praise your name, every day 
 
Alleuia, Allelu 
Alleuia, Allelu 
Alleuia…. 
 
God you are my God and I will seek you 
I am satisfied when I find your love 
God you are my God and I will seek you 
I am satisfied when I find your love 
 
And I will praise you as long as I live 
For your love is better than life 
In your name I will lift up my hands 
For your love is better than life 
 
Alleuia, Allelu 
Alleuia, Allelu 
O Lord I want to sing your praises. 
 
Final Blessing 
Lord of the harvest, your Word finds home in our heart, calls us 
into community, and invites us to generous service of the human 
family. Bless with courage and spirit your people, called to full 
participation in the one Body of Christ. May many choose to 
respond in service to your call offered in Jesus’ name. All: Amen 
 


